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Diploma to Degree Pathway

On the 6th of April 2023, DISTED College signed a
Franchise Agreement with HELP University to
deliver selected HELP's fully accredited bachelor's
degree programme at DISTED. The academic
standards of the programmes of study shall be
equivalent to those of comparable programmes
offered by HELP, which the Ministry of Higher
Education (MOHE) and Malaysia Qualification
Agency (MQA) approve.

Hence, with this Agreement, besides the existing
Bachelor of Psychology (Hons) from HELP, DISTED
College can offer six more programmes upon the
approval of MOHE and MQA. They include Bachelor
of Business (Accounting) (Hons); Bachelor of
Business  (Hospitality = Management)  (Hons);
Bachelor of Business (International Business)
(Hons); Bachelor of Business (Marketing) (Hons);
Bachelor of Information Technology (Hons) Data
Analytics; and Bachelor of Communication (Media
Studies) (Hons). Upon the approval of the
programme, all DISTED's Diploma programmes -
Diploma in Business Studies, Diploma in
Accounting, Diploma in Hotel Management,
Diploma in Business IT, Diploma in Computer
Science and Diploma in Creative Multimedia
Production - will have pathways to a bachelor's
degree.

Having a pathway for diploma students to continue
their bachelor's degree can be beneficial in many
ways. Students can smoothly transition into their
next education phase without leaving DISTED or
moving away from Penang. This pathway can also
help save time, as students who opt for it can
complete their bachelor's degree in a shorter
amount of time than those who start from scratch. In
addition to saving time, this pathway can be
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cost-effective for students as
they will not have to pay for the Je
additional courses they have T#
already covered in their diploma &
programme. Further, a
bachelor's degree is often a
requirement for many
professional jobs. A pathway

from a diploma to a
bachelor's  degree can
improve students'

employability by equipping
them with the necessary
qualifications  for  their
chosen careers.

Further, the School of
Business is in the works of
setting up a business incubation centre which will
give student a competitive edge to setup their own
business enterprises while still pursuing their studies
at DISTED. More details in the next issue.

Prof. Dr. Vikneswaran Nair
President
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Prof. Dr. Vikneswaran Nair
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DISTED Discourse Editorial

Prof. Dr. Vikneswaran Nair
President/Editor

DISTED’s strengths and achievements.

As we worked on the seventh issue of the DISTED Discourse, it was time to reveal the
fantastic team behind this weekly publication of DISTED College. Over the past many
weeks, we have received positive feedback on the publication. | wanted to thank the
whole team for the outstanding work you are doing to ensure there are pipelines of
articles every week. Many of our readers, which include students, staff, parents and
our industry partners, have said that they always look forward to receiving it without
fail every Friday and enjoy reading it cover to cover.

I hope, overall, the newsletter is visually appealing and consistently showcases

it work!
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Benedict Tan

Editor: Prof. Dr. Vikneswaran Nair
Assistant Editor: Dr. Lum Li Sean

Seethai Subramaniam (Computing &
Technology) / Geong Chooi Peng
(Pre-University Studies) / Khor Kai Ling
(Psychology) / Dr. Lum Li Sean (Business &
Accounting) / Kelvin Lim Kah Hin

Design & Layout: Tay Hooi Khoon
Distribution: Felecia Ng Lay Hong &

Follow Us On: f [in|




For Internal Circulation Only

DISTED

Weekly coL L E G E

Discourse

From nature to fabric: It all began at DISTED

“ A natural pigment enthusiast’s
perspective in pursuit of a
sustainable future ”

As the latest member of the DISTED
family, | took the liberty to roam around
the heritage campus while seeking
potential raw materials as fabric dyes.
Due to the location of DISTED College at
Macalister Road, the campus is adorned
with trees of many shapes and sizes,
making the campus an ecosystem within
itself. On the campus, the shady areas
are interspersed with sunlight, making it a
suitable habitat for plants and animals.
This condition agrees with the United
Nations' Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) No. 15, "Life on Land", focusing on
terrestrial organisms and their direct
impact on humanity.

The walk around the campus was
exciting as | was greeted by scurrying
small animals and lush foliage. The scent
of fresh greenery and local blooms
caressed my nostrils. My journey left me
amazed, and | set my mind on fire as |
pondered the endless possibilities and
abundant natural resources in front of me

with my aim - to dye a piece of fabric with
natural colours.

To dye, a fabric, colourants and
mordants are needed. A colourant will
give the material its colour, while a
mordant fixes the colour onto the fabric.
As synthetic dyes are non-biodegradable
and toxic to the environment, a better
alternative is to source natural dyes.
Natural dyes are colourants sourced
from nature, such as plants, insects and
minerals. "One man's weed is another
man's dye."

The possible colourants found on DISTED
campus were the leaves of the neem
plant (Azadirachta indica), Holy basil (Ocimum
tenuiflorum), roots of
the noni plant
(Morinda citrifolia), fig

plant (Ficus carica),
{ jungle geranium
(Ixora coccinea), the
hibiscus plant
Y (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis),
the Macarthur palm
(Ptychosperma
macarthurii), sweet
wormwood (Artemisia
annua) and the leaves of lemongrass

The hibiscus plant

(Cymbopogon citratus). On
the other hand, the
possible mordants
found were the 4
bark of the
neem tree
(Azadirachta
indica), the
moringa  tree
(Moringa oleifera),
and the barks of !
the yelow rose Ay " 39
apple (Syzygium Vel
jambos) and star apple
(Chrysophyllum cainito) trees.

Are you ready to try it?

DISTED's
programme
knowledge and skills in biology,
chemistry, physics and mathematics. The
programme is designed for your
seamless transition into a
science-related undergraduate degree,
locally or abroad.

Science
equips you with the

Foundation in

Dr Kam Yew Chee
Senior Lecturer, School of Pre-University Studies

Incorporating Real-life Examples In The Classroom

People commonly think biology is a

challenging subject that requires
memorising skills. What if we tell you that
learning biology can become easier if the
biological concepts are explained using
real-life examples?

The COVID-19 pandemic has created
curiosity among people. Everyone

Sample
application Test Control
line line

started to learn about viruses, immunity,
and vaccines. The pandemic increased
global public awareness about the
transmission of COVID-19. It instilled an
understanding of the types and roles of
vaccines in protecting people from the
virus. When the COVID-19 antigen test kit
became a home routine, people learned
about the application of
monoclonal antibodies in the
antigen test kit.

Naturally, B-cells in our body

produce antibodies to
neutralise the invading
antigens. Based on this

Flow direction

concept, scientists can create
and extract antibodies from a
single clone (monoclonal) of
B-cells against a specific

x Antibody- Target (e.g. SARS- Anti-SARS-CoV-2
conjugated CoV-2 antigens) antibody

1+ Antibody-antigen reactions within a lateral flow
assay, accessed 12 March 2023,

Picture credits to Laterflows.com

antigen. In other words,
antibodies against coronavirus
can be produced if the
weakened coronavirus is
injected into a host (commonly,
a mouse or a rabbit). To
develop a COVID-19 antigen

test kit, the purified antibodies specific
against COVID-19 antigen can be
conjugated with dye and coated onto a
strip, also known as T-line in the test kit.
During the test, the saliva sample and the
reagents are dropped onto the chamber
and passed through the
antibodies-coated T-line. If the COVID-19
antigen is present, it will attach to the
antibodies on the T-line via specific
antigen-antibody interaction and give rise
to the colour. The use of monoclonal
antibodies and the principle of lateral flow
assay can be coherently illustrated using
an antigen test kit as an example.

At DISTED, education is not just a
transmission of information. Real-life
examples incorporate to assist students
in grasping the concept better and make
the study of biology much more
enjoyable.

Dr Tan Sze Huey
Senior Lecturer, School of Pre-University Studies
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DISTED Alumni Sharing on Career Planning and Progression

Ms Wong Shu Wen, a Valedictorian and
DISTED alumni who graduated with a BA
(Hons) in Marketing Management in 2018,
visited her alma mater to share with her
juniors on her work experiences since
graduation.

Shu Wen is currently attached to a
well-known medical representative. A
medical representative, better known as a
pharmaceutical sales representative,
promotes and sells prescription drugs and
other medical products to healthcare
providers, including doctors, pharmacists,
and hospitals. While many individuals may
assume that only science stream students
are eligible to work in the pharmaceutical
industry, Shu Wen pointed out that this
requirement varies from one company to
another. The most critical factor is the
candidate's learning attitude. They must
be proactive and must be willing to learn.

Shu Wen also introduced various types of
pharmaceutical companies and the key
performance indicators (KPIls) that
medical representatives must fulfil.

Aside from that, Shu Wen also inspired
students to build their entrepreneurial
skills. She shared her journey as an
entrepreneur selling made-to-order burnt
cheesecakes. She has successfully
juggled between supplying her cakes to
various cafes and her full-time career as a
medical representative.

During the Q&A session, Shu Wen
answered various questions from the
students, including whether she felt
stressed working in the pharmaceutical
industry, the benefits and salary schemes
of a salesperson and the future
development of the job. Students can
always explore different industries and
jobs if they are willing to learn and take the

mmmm——— first step. Nothing is
impossible. Shu Wen's
sharing session was

informative and insightful,
providing students with an
overview of various job
= opportunities available in

« Alumni sharing to
the business degree

students

t* Wong Shu Wen - alumni who
graduated with a BA (Hons) in Marketing
Management

the market, including those they may have
yet to consider.

At DISTED, graduates are prepared to
meet the demands of the industry through
CV writing workshops, career talks by
companies and alumni sharing. Alumni
sharing will give students first-hand
information about the workplace from their
seniors.

Tan Pei Shi
Lecturer, School of Business and Hospitality

PwC Tax Updates Seminar

PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) Malaysia Northern Region via
PwC's Academy organised PwC Malaysia Northern Region
Seminar 2023 at G-Hotel, Penang, on 21st March 2023. DISTED
College was represented by Dr Lum Li Sean, Head of Academic
Affairs and three accounting lecturers, Ms Adznida bt. Md Daud,
Ms Tong Pei Sun and Mr Henry Ooi Kean Seng.

The speakers' significant discussions focused on analysing key
tax proposals from Budget 2023. Key aspects of tax proposals,
such as capital gains tax, tax governance measures, e-invoicing
implementation, voluntary disclosure programme, revision of
personal income tax rates, incentives and grants available to
businesses, and luxury
goods tax in Malaysia,
were deliberated. Further,
there were discussions on
ESG (Environment,
Sustainability and
Governance) and how it is
changing the business
world, and its impact
varies from industry to
industry. The discussion
also covered some
interesting information on
labour and human rights ™
issues that every business
stakeholder can relate to.

Other seminar discussions include the latest trends in corporate
tax governance and transfer pricing and major court decisions on
recent tax cases.

From this seminar, the academic staff gained knowledge and
insights into the latest knowledge and updates in tax. These useful
knowledge and insights gained will be shared by accounting
lecturers with students in teaching and learning.

Henry Ooi
Lecturer, School of Business and Hospitality

* The DISTED team at the Seminar

« PwC Malaysia Northern Region Seminar 2023
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Outstanding Cambridge Learner Awards

Cambridge Assessment International Education congratulates
DISTED College on producing two of the best-performing
learners in Malaysia in the November 2022 examination series.
The winning students and the awards achieved are

=B
Cambridge International AS Level

High Achievement
e English Language ¢

Nur Faziana Binti

Kang Yeong Seo
Abdul Ghafar

The student's success is awe-inspiring. Every year more than
one million students sit for Cambridge examinations in over
10,000 schools around the world, including the UK, the USA,
China, India, Singapore, and Indonesia, as well as throughout
Europe, South America and the Middle East, besides Malaysia.
The top Cambridge students will be recognised at the
Outstanding Cambridge Learner Awards Ceremony, Malaysia,
on Thursday, 11 May 2023, at Hotel Armada Petaling Jaya.

Congratulations again to the award recipients, and bravo to their
lecturers, Ms Jenny Chew and Ms Vilashini Kandaiah, for
teaching and mentoring these students.

Earth HOUR with DISTED College

DISTED College supported the Earth Hour celebration on 25th
March 2023. Staff and students disconnected from
non-essential lights for an hour from 8.30 pm at the campus and
at the Space Residences hostel to raise awareness about the
impact of climate change and the importance of sustainable
living. The event included discussions on environmental issues,
tips for sustainable living, and personal reflections on reducing
carbon footprints. The College's commitment to reducing
energy consumption and promoting environmental sustainability
was emphasised during the hour-long event. Participants
expressed their commitment to making a difference in their daily
lives and creating a sustainable future. In short, this symbolic
event raised awareness, encouraged action, promoted
sustainability, put political pressure on governments and
businesses to be more committed to staying sustainable,
created a sense of community and shared responsibility for the
planet, and encouraged people to work together to address
environmental challenges.

« DISTED’s

Earth Hour
supporters at
the campus
ground

International Youth Conference 2023

——

4 The organising institutions for IYC 2023

The International Youth Conference (IYC) 2023 is set to take
place on June 24th, 2023, at the Universiti Sains Malaysia
(USM). The conference theme is "Unleashing the Power of
Youth Towards Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)."
The conference aims to provide a platform for young
researchers, professionals, scholars, and academicians to
exchange ideas and meet and interact with local and inter-
national participants. DISTED College is privileged to be a
co-organiser with USM and other institutions of higher
learning in Malaysia, Indonesia and the United States.

The conference is open to participants within the age group
of 15 to 35 years old, who can submit either a paper (10
pages) or a poster individually or as a group (maximum five
members). The topics of interest include but are not limited
to youth sustainable business practices, youth entrepre-
neurship in sustainable development, the role of youth in
sustainable development, youth organisational behaviour,
youth health, youth volunteerism towards SDGs, youth
engagement in achieving SDGs, career paths for youth,
youth learning and education in SDGs, youth leadership in
achieving SDGs and Environment, Social and Corporate
Governance (ESG), youth and ESG, and Technical and
Vocational Education and Training (TVET) education.

All selected papers will be published in an e-book. The
submission opens on March 31st 2023, with the abstract
submission deadline set for May 1st, 2023. The full paper
submission deadline is set for June 1st, 2023. Conference
presentation registration and payment will be open on June
10th 10th, 2023, and is free for students.

Dr Lum Li Sean, Head of Academic Affairs, and Ms Seethai
Subramaniam, Head of School of Computing, attended the
press conference on March 30th, 2023. DISTED College is
committed to promoting sustainability in its operations and
the community as the College charts its SDG and Green
Agenda.

Welcoming the Reopening of DISTED Bakery

3rd April 2023 marks a new milestone in DISTED's School of
Hospitality with the reopening of DISTED’s Bakery.
Championed by DISTED patisserie chef lecturer, Mr Chan
Wye Kok, the Bakery dishes out freshly baked buns, bread
and rolls daily.

The mission of DISTED Bakery is "To provide students and
staffs healthy meals through freshly baked pastries".

With the daily menu sold-out, come by
early at 11 am and enjoy mouth-watering,
deliciously baked pastries. The Bakery is
open until all items are sold out. Are you
feeling hungry already?




