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Many young individuals, especially
those who did not perform well in their
examinations, may be attracted to the
immediate rewards of part-tfime driver
jobs or becoming YouTubers. However,
they often overlook the long-term
sustainability  and the  numerous
benefits of higher education. Pursuing

t Exploring George Town Through the
Lens

t Unleashing Creativity and
Collaboration

t Coffee Talk with the Science Club higher  education  offers  higher
President earnings, career growth, increased
t DISTED College SRC Members Shine salary  potential, and job  security,

surpassing the earning potential of
fresh  graduates  without  higher
education. Individuals must consider
these long-term advantages and the
value of obtaining a higher education.

at George Town Heritage Day

In response to the recent poor Sijil
Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) results, DISTED

College has infroduced the Skills in
Technology and  Enfrepreneurship
Programme (STEP-UP) to assist students
who still need to meet the entry
requirement for a Diploma
programme. This unique programme

skill ttechnology 1 entrepreneurship

PROGRAMME combines DISTED's Certificate of
Ciet wpumanncn o ntensive  English  (CIE)  with
Microcredentials modules from

STEP—Up Programme: Unlocking Opportunities and Empowering

Diploma in Creafive  Multimedia
Production. It offers students at least
one credit in SPM (along with a pass in
BM and History) to enrol and acquire
communication, entrepreneurship, or
creative multimedia skills within 18
months (4 terms). Upon completion,
students can continue their studies for
a Diploma programme or enter the job
market with  their acquired skills,
providing them with a pathway to
enhance their qualifications and
improve their prospects for higher
education or employment.

By offering flexibility, practical skills,
holistic ~ development, enhanced
confidence and clear educational
pathways, the STEP-UP programme
equips sfudents with the tools they
need to succeed academically and
professionally, regardless of their
previous academic performance.

Check out the STEP-UP programme
offered at DISTED College.

Prof. Dr. Vikneswaran Nair
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The Language of Numbers and the Evolving Financial Landscape

Amid rush-hour fraffic, a friend's
peculiar chant - "one seven three
eight nineteen ten one"- interrupts my
concenfration, momentarily snapping
me out of the bumper-to-bumper
monotony. Perplexed, | contemplate
whether he is speaking an alien
longuage to communicate. But
glancing at a passing number plate
reveals it to be one thousand, seven
hundred and thirty-eight - an innocent
product of his counting fascination,
reducing numbers fo their essence.
Numbers - the secret language of
those who adore counting.

Counting, the bedrock of societies
since tfime immemorial, determined
the rise and fall of civilisations. Thriving
economies hinged on accurate
accountfing of trade and its success.
The falsification of good records
quickly sealed the fate of any
organisation. Hence, the vocation of
accounfing emerged, emphasising
cultivating infegrity in record-keeping.
Money, a perennial temptation in
economic practices, tested the moral
fiore of those navigating the
freacherous accounting paths.

Auditing, a blend of Sherlock Holmes
and the Lady of Numbers, emerged as
the saviour. Without auditing, the
nefarious acts of diverting funds into

dubious  activities  would  have
remained undetected. Critics argue
that auditing merely drove these
activities underground, enabling their
persistence. Yet, this should come as
no surprise. Expecting laws and
regulations to eradicate fraudulent
financial practices is naive. Forensic
accounting, the sibling of auditing,
specialises in investigating financial
misconduct - a pursuit akin o
unearthing the remains of economic
murder and fracking evidence of
these heinous crimes.

Accounfing has existed since the

dawn of man's need to evaluate
Today, it
significant
financial

economic performance.
faces even more

challenges with  many
instruments and
evolving currencies,
from cowrie shells to
digital bitcoins.
Advancements in
fechnology have
made accounting
more accessible, as
anyone can employ
computerised
record-keeping fo
assess  the  financial
health of their
businesses.
Accountants now face

new complexities within  today's
financial realms, evolving into the
Indiana Jones of  economies,
navigating uncharted financial
waters.

At DISTED College, a range of
accounting-related courses are
offered, spanning Pre-University
Studies, Diploma, and Bachelor
Degree levels. These programmes

equip students with the skills and
knowledge to navigate the intfricate
world of accounting, preparing them
for the dynamic challenges of the
profession.

Allen Tan Siew Gaik
Lecturer, School of Pre-University Studies

Research Webinar by DISTED President for Post-Graduate Students

On the 7th of July 2023, the President
of DISTED was invited to conduct a
two-hour webinar for post-graduate
students pursuing higher degrees by
research at Taylor's University. The
webinar, "Crafting Your Academic
Career: Future Prospects and Portfolio
Development", saw attendance from
35 Master's Degree and PhD students.
The session provided a comprehensive
overview of planning goals for an
academic or research career. It
offered  practical strategies  for
building a portfolio during
post-graduate studies to achieve
career goals. The importance of
careful career planning and
understanding of  the various
academic pathways available were

emphasised.  The  session also
showcased the significance of a
well-curated portfolio in effectively
presenting academic achievements
and research experience.

Further, the students were shown how
to leverage opportunities during their
educational journey to enhance
career prospects. The evolving
academic landscapes and changing
job market demands were addressed,

highlighting emerging trends and
inferdisciplinary  approaches.  The
webinar  sought fo empower

post-graduate students and young
researchers with the knowledge and
fools necessary for effective career
planning.
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Exploring George Town Through the Lens

Students from DISTED College recently
took a captivating photography
outing to George Town, Penang.
Organised by a group of photography
enthusiasts from the college, the trip
aimed to immerse participants in the
charming streets of George Town and
capture its disfinctive architectural
beauty.

On an early morning rendezvous, the
group gathered, equipped with
cameras and lenses, ready to explore
the city. Their first destination was
Armenian Street, arenowned heritage
site well-known for ifs captivating
murals and street art. The vibrant
colours and infricate details of the
artwork enthralled the students. They
delved info narrow alleyways and
unearthed hidden corners,
uncovering gems they had never
seen.

Continuing their journey, the students
arrived at the Cheong Fatt Tze
Mansion, a UNESCO World Heritage
site celebrated for its mesmerising blue
architecture. Here, they skilfully
captured the building's infricate
details, highlighting the inferplay of
light and shadow on its walls.

The photography outing proved
invaluable for the students to refine

their photography skills, acquire new
tfechniques, and delve info George
Town's rich cultural heritage. The
experience also fostered a sense of
community among participants, as
they enthusiastically shared their
experiences and fips.

In summary, the photography outing
organised by the students showcased
George Town's enchanting beauty
and allure, while providing them with
a rewarding and  educatfional
experience. This endeavour serves as
a testament to DISTED's dedication o
providing stfudents with a
comprehensive education that
extends beyond the confines of the
classroom.

Zaki Zakaria
Lecturer, School of Computing & Engineering

Unleashing Creativity and Collaboration
“The Epic Journey of The Psych Fest: Beyond Your Mind!”

The recent Psych Fest event,
organised by DISTED's School of
Psychology, was a journey filled with
excitement, challenges, and

invaluable lessons. Reflecting on their
experiences, the students' committee
shared their insights:

#

DISTED

The D

4 DISTED’s
Committee

Schooll of Psychology Student

Nicholas Tan, as the event's president
and emcee, learned the importance
of patience and understanding while
leading and managing the event.
Despite the busy schedules, effective
organisation and task delegatfion
were crucial. Nicholas ensured that
each committee member understood
their roles, resulting in a rewarding
experience and new friendships.

Ashley Tan Jiaying emphasised the
significance of cooperatfion and
communication. Overcoming inifial
difficulties, the team improved their
communication and established a
stfeady pace. Ashley also gained
insights info event flow and
developed skills in design and video
editing tools.

4«4 Some of the photographs taken by the students

Chow Vinson recognised the unique
knowledge gained beyond the
classroom. Each committee member
fulfilled specific responsibilities,
adapting to challenges during the
preparation phase. The strong bond
among the team allowed them to
swiftly address and resolve a technical
problem during the event.

The  students’ dedication and
willingness to learn contributed to the

event's success. These valuable
lessons and skills  will undoubtedly
shape their future endeavours.
Congratulations to all involved in

creating a memorable event.

Nurul Hidayah Mohamad Farok

Lecturer, School of Psychology
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Coffee Talk with the Science Club President

DISTED

y oA .
© +6016 - 433 7604

©+604 - 229 6579

DISTED College SRC Members Shine at George Town Heritage Day

George Town  World  Heritage
Incorporated (GTWHI) organised the
annual Heritage Day Celebration in
the vibrant city of George Town,
Penang, on July 7, 2023. With a
successful track record spanning 15
years, this year's event immersed
visitors in the diverse traditions of
Penang's communities through
cultural workshops and activities.

Teoh Tien Ern, Nur Faziana, and RN
Umayal from the Student
Representative  Council (SRC)  of
DISTED College dedicated their time
and effort to conftribute to this grand
celebration. As the SRC Treasurer,
Teoh Tien Ern played a vital role in the
production team. Nur Faziana, the
SRC Secretary, shared her expertise in
the Bansan cultural workshop. At the
same time, RN Umayal, the SRC

President, served as part of the

Recently, | had the incredible
opportunity to organise a science
coffee talk cenfred around the
"Chemistry of Coca-Cola." This talk
not only served as a means fo
infroduce my fellow students and
staff to the fascinafing world of
chemistry but also acted as a
reminder that science is an
integral part of our daily lives.

During the presentation, | delved
info the chemical composition of
Coca-Cola, explaining concepfts
such as the equilibrium reaction
involving carbon dioxide, the
oxidation of sugars for energy,
and the beverage's acidity. As a
chemistry student, | am always
seeking infriguing and practical
ways to promote the subject.
Consequently, | designed this
presentation as a  science
outreach activity requiring no
prior chemistry knowledge. My
primary goal was to ignite
curiosity, generate interest, and
foster an enjoyable experience
with  chemistry among the
audience.

While preparing for the
presentation, | encountered
several  challenges, including
concerns about the audience's
understanding of the content and
maintaining an engaging and

participatory atmosphere. Initially,
these challenges left me feeling
anxious. However, | overcame
these obstacles through
discussions with my fellow club
members and numerous practice
sessions with those around me. This
experience bolstered my
confidence and honed my
communication and presentation
skills.

This science talk allowed me to
share my passion and knowledge
while embarking on a personal
growth journey. | learned to
overcome challenges and
conquer fears, and | witnessed a
significant  improvement in my
communication and presentation
abilities. | hope the presentation
has inspired more students to
embrace their curiosity and
explore the wonders of science.
As | look ahead, | eagerly
anticipate the opportunity to
organise more science outreach
activities in the future, allowing
others to experience the joy of
learning science engagingly and
interactively.

Wong Hong Feng Victor
President of the Science Club,
DISTED College

information crew, assisting visitors and
providing essential details about the
festivities.

Following a volunteer briefing, the trio
received instructions and emergency
handling procedures. They promptly
went to their assigned locations to
prepare for the event as the
celebrations commenced, marking a
day filled with cultural exploration and
excitement. The SRC ftrio diligently
fulfilled their roles throughout the day,
dedicating themselves until 10:30 p.m.
In recognifion of their exceptional
commitment, GTWHI awarded each
volunteer certificates of appreciation.

Overall, the active participation of
SRC members in the George Town
Heritage Day Celebrations

demonstrated  their
enthusiasm  and
preserving and promoting Penang's
cultural heritage.

deep-rooted
dedicatfion to

RN Umayal
SRC President



