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COURSE
CSR versus ESG

D S
ESG (Environmental, Social, and 
Governance) and CSR (Corporate 
Social Responsibility) are two distinct 
but related concepts that companies 
and institutions use to demonstrate their 
commitment to sustainability, 
responsible business practices, and 
social impact. While they share some 
similarities, they have different business 
focuses and implications.

ESG factors are increasingly important 
for investors as they aim to align their 
investments with their values and 
consider the long-term sustainability of 
their companies. Companies prioritising 
ESG principles more often perform 
better in risk management, financial 
performance, and reputation.

Unlike ESG, a structured evaluation 
system, CSR activities are often 
discretionary and driven by the 
company's values and willingness to 
voluntarily take on social and 
environmental responsibilities. While 
some companies may have formal CSR 
strategies, others may engage in ad 
hoc charitable activities.

Both ESG and CSR have gained 
significant attention in the business 
world, driven by increased awareness 
of social and environmental issues and 
the growing interest of investors and 
consumers in responsible business 
practices. Many companies now view 
ESG and CSR as essential to their 
corporate strategies, helping them 
build trust, strengthen their reputation, 
and contribute positively to society 
while pursuing long-term sustainable 
growth.

DISTED College was honoured recently 
to receive the Sustainability and CSR 
Malaysia 2023 award from the Minister 
of Women, Family, and Community 
Development. All Schools at DISTED are 
committed to CSR, ESG, and events 
supporting Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). These efforts align with 
DISTED's six core values – integrity, 
inclusiveness, excellence, 
collaboration, caring, and 
environment.

Prof. Dr. Vikneswaran Nair 
President
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Pearson Test of English @ DISTED 

The PTE Academic test center in the 
Northern Region of Malaysia was 
inaugurated in January 2015 and is 
located at DISTED College in Penang. 
The management of the test center is 
entrusted to Certified Test Admins, 
comprising lecturers and staff 
members of DISTED College. PTE 
Academic has gained significant 
popularity among students and 
applicants aspiring to study or work 
abroad, particularly in countries such 
as Australia, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom, the United States, and 
others.

Over the past eight years, 
DISTED College has established 
itself as a prominent test center. 
Previously, we conducted three 
sessions per week with four 
seating arrangements. 
However, due to the pandemic, 
we had to operate with limited 
seating in adherence to 

government SOP. Presently, we have 
resumed full seating capacity and 
have also introduced additional 
sessions to accommodate the 
increasing demand. Currently, the 
center offers five sessions per week 
with an approximate availability of 15 
seats.

DISTED's PTE Academic Exam has 
received praise for its smaller 
capacity, which is a common 
preference among candidates. They 
appreciate the quieter setting with 
minimal noise compared to other test 
centers in Malaysia and Australia.

At the PTE Academic test center in 
DISTED, we prioritize security by 
employing an eagle eye civilian 
camera system. Our PTE scoring is 
driven by AI, as Pearson utilizes 
sophisticated algorithms based on 
extensive real-world data points to 
evaluate each test. This approach 
enables Pearson to achieve the 
expertise, accuracy, and objectivity of 
a human examiner while benefiting 
from the precision and consistency 
that only machine learning can 
provide. 

For those interested in taking up PTE 
Academic at DISTED College, 
examination slots are held 4 days a 
week (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Saturday). You may email to 
pte@distedu.edu.my if there are any 
enquiries or additional information 
needed.

Noriah Kallanjiam
Lecturer, School of Pre-University Studies  

DISTED's 100% Scholarship Recognitions Deserve Our Congratulations! 
At DISTED, we believe in 
acknowledging hard work and 
celebrating exceptional 
achievements. We take pride in 
rewarding students who have 
attained outstanding academic 
success in the recent SPM and IGCSE 
examinations. As a token of our 
appreciation and support for their 
dedication, we have offered these 
students a prestigious 100% 

scholarship to help them pursue their 
educational aspirations and reach 
new heights.

If you have recently received 
exceptional exam results and dream 
of achieving your academic goals, 
look no further than DISTED College. 
Our doors are open to welcome 
ambitious students like you. Our 
experienced counsellors are here to 
guide you every step of the way, 

offering scholarship advice and 
helping you plan the ideal 
educational journey.

Take advantage of this incredible 
opportunity to unlock your potential 
and secure a bright future with 
DISTED College. Join us as we nurture 
and empower the next generation of 
high achievers!

LIM ZI XIANG
SPM 11A’s 

(Alumni of SMK Chung 
Ling, Penang)
Cambridge A-Level

DENISE 
CHEONG HUI JING

SPM 10A’s (Alumni of SMK 
Convent Green Lane, Penang)

Cambridge A-Level

CHAN XIAN HONG
SPM 10A’s (Alumni of SMK 

Chung Ling, Penang)
Cambridge A-Level

LEE WEI YI
SPM 10A’s (Alumni of SMK 

Chung Ling, Penang)
Cambridge A-Level

BOEY WEI JIAN
IGCSE 10A’s (Alumni of 
Straits International School, 

Penang)
Cambridge A-Level

OOI TSE HAN
SPM 9A’s (Alumni of SMK 
Convent Green Lane, Penang)

Cambridge A-Level

LIM TEIK JUN
SPM 9A’s (Alumni of SMK 

Chung Ling, Penang)
Cambridge A-Level

RENEE TAY JIA XIN
SPM 10A’s (Alumni of SMK 
Convent Green Lane, Penang)

South Australian Certi�cate of Education 
(SACE) International

LOO YI XUAN
SPM 9A’s (Alumni of SMK 

Chung Ling, Butterworth)
South Australian Certi�cate of Education 

(SACE) International

LIM SIAU CHONG
SPM 10A’s (Alumni of 

SMK Chung Ling, Penang)
Diploma in Computer Science

Aim high with DISTED College 
– Where your dreams take �ight! 
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DISTED College Shines at the Sustainability & CSR Malaysia Awards 2023
DISTED College proudly took centre 
stage at the prestigious Sustainability 
& CSR Malaysia Awards 2023 at the 
illustrious Mandarin Oriental Hotel. The 
event, supported by the Ministry of 
Women, Family, and Community 
Development and the Ministry of Rural 
Development Malaysia, celebrated 
outstanding institutions and 
corporations significantly contributing 
to Malaysia's socioeconomic 
transformation.

The distinguished event saw DISTED 
College garnering not one but two 
prestigious awards, making it a night 
of double triumph for the institution. 
The College's commitment to 
sustainability and social responsibility 
was recognised on individual and 
organisational levels.

The highlight of the evening was the 
esteemed Personality of the Year - 
CSR & Sustainability Leadership Award 
2023, presented to the President of 
DISTED College, Professor Dr 
Vikneswaran Nair. With a remarkable 
track record in championing 
sustainability and community-based 
tourism, his exemplary leadership has 

inspired positive change in Malaysia's 
educational landscape over the 
years.

In addition to the Personality of the 
Year award, DISTED College has also 
been crowned College of the Year, 
Best in B40 Education Support. This 
accolade recognised the College's 
unwavering commitment to creating 
equal opportunities for all students, 
including those from underprivileged 
backgrounds. DISTED College's School 
of Business and Hospitality, School of 
Pre-University Studies, School of 
Computing and Engineering, and 
School of Psychology jointly 
contributed RM16,786.00 to various 
CSR initiatives in Penang throughout 
2022, leaving a lasting impact on local 
communities.

Moreover, DISTED College's 
dedication to empowering aspiring 
scholars was evident through its 
contribution of RM751,358.60 in 
scholarships and bursary awards for 
students across all segments, including 
the B40 and M40 categories.

The awards were presented by the 

esteemed Minister of Women, Family, 
and Community Development, YB 
Dato' Sri Hajah Nancy Binti Haji Shukri, 
further adding to the occasion's 
significance.

"We are deeply honoured to receive 
these prestigious awards, which reflect 
the hard work and dedication of our 
entire college community," said 
Professor Dr Nair, President of DISTED 
College. "Sustainability and social 
responsibility are at the core of our 
values, and we remain committed to 
positively impacting society and the 
environment through education and 
community engagement."

DISTED College's triumph at the 
Sustainability & CSR Malaysia Awards 
2023 reaffirms its position as a 
trailblazer in education, setting a 
shining example for institutions 
nationwide. With their relentless pursuit 
of sustainable initiatives and 
commitment to uplifting all segments 
of society, DISTED College inspires 
others to embrace the power of 
education for the betterment of 
Malaysia and beyond.

 Minister of Women, Family & Community Development, YB Dato' 
Sri Hajah Nancy Shukri, presenting the Award to DISTED College.

scholars was evident through its 
contribution of RM751,358.60 in 
scholarships and bursary awards for 
students across all segments, including 

The awards were presented by the 

of sustainable initiatives and 
commitment to uplifting all segments 
of society, DISTED College inspires 
others to embrace the power of 
education for the betterment of 
Malaysia and beyond.

Minister of Women, Family & Community Development, YB Dato' 

 �e DISTED team represented by Ms. Jesscia Ang (Head, Student A�airs), Ms. Seethai Subramaniam (Head, 
School of Computing & Engineering), Prof. Dr. Vikneswaran Nair (President), Ms. Annie Lim, Head, Quality & 
Policy Management), Ms. Tan Siew Luang (Registrar) and Ms. Nadia Jefri (Lecturer, Communication Programme).
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During the George Town Festival in 
Penang recently, the DISTED Art Club 
showcased a diverse range of art 
pieces, including drawings, paintings, 
and photography, depicting the 
scenic views of Penang State. The 
exhibition in Crosby Hall at DISTED 
College, welcomed both the public 
and the DISTED community, with Ms. 
Khairu Nisa, the Diploma in Creative 
Multimedia Production lecturer and Art 
Club advisor, expressing gratitude to 
students, club members, and 
contributors like Dr. Kam Yew Chee, 
Senior Lecturer of the School of 

Pre-University Studies. The Art Club's 
aim is to inspire creatively inclined 
students to express themselves through 
their artworks. 

Game Time Unites Students Through Laughter and Camaraderie
On July 6th, 2023, DISTED's SRC hosted 
an exciting Game Time event with 
eight enthusiastic participants. Two 
thrilling games, "Guess the Object" 

and "Who's the Spy," fostered new 
connections and laughter, creating a 
sense of fellowship among the 
students. The event showcased 

participants' skills and wit, 
highlighting the power of games 
to bring people together and 
create lasting memories of 
shared joy. Beyond the fun and 
games, Game Time provided an 
avenue for students unfamiliar 
with each other to interact and 
form new connections. Barriers 
were broken through friendly 
competition and shared 

enjoyment, and a 
strong camaraderie 
emerged among the 
participants. The 
event's success was 
evident in the smiles 
on their faces and the 
newfound friendships 
that blossomed, 
making it a cherished 
memory to be fondly remembered by 
all.

Student Representative Council (SRC)

On July 12th, 2023, the Student 
Representative Council (SRC) 
organised a captivating origami 
workshop in DISTED's cafeteria during 
the lunch break. The workshop's main 
objective was to provide students 
with a refreshing respite from their 
academic pursuits while fostering a 
relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere 
for learning a new skill. Origami, the 
ancient art of paper folding, offered 
a creative outlet and proven benefits 
for focus, attention, and tranquillity.

Students enthusiastically participated 
in crafting various origami creations, 
ranging from butterflies, flowers, and 
foxes to snakes, penguins, birds, cats, 
ducks, and even mountains. SRC 

members provided printed 
instructions and hands-on guidance 
to ensure everyone's success and 
enjoyment. The workshop 
encouraged students to refine their 
origami techniques, offering valuable 
tips and tricks to enhance their 
folding prowess.

Beyond learning new skills, the 
workshop also served as a platform 
for students to bond with each other, 
fostering a sense of camaraderie and 
fun. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed 

their time immersed in the art of 
origami.

The completed origami pieces were 
collected and creatively arranged to 
form a breathtaking scene, depicting 
a harmonious forest teeming with an 
array of intricately crafted flora and 
fauna, all accomplished by the 
talented students. The sight was a 
testament to their creativity and 
dedication to mastering the ancient 
art of origami.

Student Representative Council (SRC)
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