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What Does MerdekaMean To Me?

One of my earliest Merdeka
memories is the excitement—of
counfdowns "in school and the
preparation of decorations for
the celebration. My family and |
marked the occasion by sharing
homemade freats with
neighbours and proudly
displaying the Jalur Gemilang,
our Malaysian flag. The song
"Tanggal 31" holds a special
place, resonatfing  with my
patriotism. Passing on this spirit
involves sharing stories of those
who fought for our
independence. | adore
Malaysia's  diverse cuisines like

Nasi Lemak, mulfilingualism
showcasing our linguistic richness,
and the wunique '"lah" in our
speech. My dream for Malaysia is
a hopeful nation where people
thrive in a positive environment,
nurturing growth  mindsets. |
encourage cherishing our culture
with  respect. Through these
actions, we uphold our national
heritage.

Syahirah  Farwin Binti  Sarkuna
Mohamed Azhari

Lecturer, School of Psychology

In 1998, my family and | atfended the National Merdeka parade
at USM Penang, etching a vibrant memory of the occasion. Our
Merdeka Day celebratfions encompassed flying the Jalur
Gemilang proudly in front of our home, and sharing
Merdeka wishes on social media, fostering a sense of unity.

Faizal Tahir's "Negaraku" holds a special place in my heart
as my favourite Merdeka song. To pass on patriotic
fervour to the next generation, | believe in starting with
the symbol of our unity — the flag. Given the youth's
affinity for social media, | encourage them to post about
Merdeka, share photos, and capture the Malaysian spirit
through selfies. Malaysia's allure lies in its gastronomy,
rich culture, and breathtaking nature. | aspire for a
Malaysia free from corruption and racism, steering
fowards progress while prioritising citizens' welfare and
safeguarding biodiversity. A tranquil, culturally diverse
nation where respect prevails, and pride in being

Malaysian is everlasting.

Nurul Anisah Binti Mohamed Sultan

Assistant Librarian, Library & Educational Services

Merdeka, a significant natfional
holiday in Malaysia, evokes varied
recollections

memories.  Early

My earliest memory of Merdeka goes back to my
primary school days, when we celebrated with
mini flags and spirited shouts of "Merdeka!"
echoing around. In the pre-COVID-19 era, my
family and | would watch the Merdeka
celebration and parade on television together.
My favourite Merdeka song is "Tanggal 31" by
Sudirman. To pass on the patriotic spirit to the
next generation, | would emphasise that
Merdeka is a celebratfion for all Malaysians,
regardless of their background. | cherish
Malaysia's  peaceful lifestyle, diverse and
delicious food, and rich tapestry of cultures. My
hopes for Malaysia include improved education
and accessibility for all, ensuring a brighter future
for the nation. Lastly, | always feel a deep sense
of gratitude for being Malaysian.

Parames Pooranalingam
Part-time Lecturer, School of Business and Hospitality

[ ]
community  celebrations and
cultural activities. | love three

beloved aspects of Malaysia: Ifs

might involve the vibrant display of
Merdeka decorations and flags
and the excitement of fireworks
and school activities like cultural
performances and patriotic craffs.
Pre-COVID-19, _the celebration
included_«attending the iconic
Merdeka Day parades in Kuala
Lumpur and relishing the song
"Tanggal 31" by Sudirman. Passing
on the patriotic spirt entails
educating the next generation
about  Malaysia's _ history....and
cultural diversity, engaging them in

diverse cuisine, cultural richness,
and breathtaking landscapes. My
hopes for Malaysia gravitate
fowards unity;meconomic growth,
quality education, environmental
sustainability, and heritage
preservation. Merdeka evokes
pride, gratifude, and reflection on
the nation’s progress  and
sacrifices. It is a fime for families
and communities  fo  unite,
fostering unity and nostalgia.

Thiresyinie Tamil Chelvam
Lecturer, School.of Psychology
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Celebrating Merdeka near Kuala
Lumpur's "Dataran" Merdeka with
friends was an  unforgettable
experience, brimming with
excitement and patriotism as we
commemorated Malaysia's
independence. My family and |
would wrap up the day at home,
enjoying a patriotic movie and
relishing the national spirit. Among
the patriotic tunes, "Negaraku," the
national anthem, holds significance.
"Keranamu Malaysia" is a favourite,
consistently igniting excitement and
pafriotism. As an educator, I'll pass on
Merdeka's spirit by educating the
young about its history and
significance. Participation in
community events will nurture their

national pride. | cherish Malaysia's
rich culture, the delectable blend of
cuisines, and the stunning natural
landscapes. My  aspirations  for
Malaysia  encompass  continued
social harmony, economic growth,
and environmental preservation. The
promotion of widespread education
is also paramount.  Merdeka
celebration radiates positivity, a
reminder to embrace my Malaysian
identity proudly.

Navitha Gunalan
Lecturer, School of Computing

The chosen theme, "Malaysia Madani: Tekad Perpaduan
Penuhi Harapan" (Determination of Unity to Fulfill Hope) for
this year's Merdeka celebrations holds great significance,
symbolising the collective determination of both leaders
and citizens to foster a strong spirit of unity, patriotism, and
harmony in the nation. To embody these values, various
strategies can be employed, including integrating
Malaysian history and culture into tertiary education to
deepen young generafions' connection o their heritage,
encouraging youth engagement in community service
projects to instil responsibility and a sense of belonging,
facilitating interfaith dialogues that promote
understanding and shared values, and leveraging digital
platforms to amplify stories of Malaysia's diverse unity and
stimulate positive discussions about national identity. At
DISTED College, the incorporation of General Studies or
Mata Pelajaran Umum (MPU) subjects not only serves to

fortify unity and patriotism among students but also strives
to create a new generation that takes pride in their
heritage, upholds essential values and
wholeheartedly contributes to the
nation's advancement, ultimately
aiming to foster a  resilient,
enlightened, and esteemed cohort of
Malaysian youth prepared to make
a lasting impact globally.

Ruzanna Abdul Shukor
Lecturer & Programme Lead,
School of Pre-University Studies

In my earliest memory of Merdeka, we enthusiastically
sang the national anthem, "Negara-Ku," at the City

Stadium. My family had a vague celebration.
"Negara-Ku" is my favourite Merdeka song.
To pass on the patriotic spirit, |
encourage the next generation fo
engage in the country's political,
economic, and social progress,
fostering community spirit. | appreciate
Malaysia's diverse culture, immunity to
major natural disasters, and stunning

beaches and wildlife. My hopes for Malaysia are rooted in
franscending race and religion in politics, prioritising a
robust education system, a productive economy driven
by hard work and innovation, and politicians dedicated
to national development. Additionally, the government
should enhance English proficiency and overall
education standards, prioritising feacher training.

Jenny Chew Saw Chin
Lecturer, School of Pre-University Studies
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