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Python vs. Java: Choosing the Right Programming Language

Choosing between Python and Java for budding 
developers depends on various factors, including personal 
preferences and project requirements.

Python stands out for its simplicity and readability, making it 
a beginner's favourite. Its user-friendly syntax eases the 
learning curve, and its extensive library and framework 
ecosystem make it ideal for web development, data 
analysis, and machine learning. Python's adaptability and 
cross-platform compatibility enhance its versatility.

In contrast, Java is renowned for its robustness and 
portability. The "write once, run anywhere" principle makes it 
a top choice for enterprise applications. Its strong type 
system and static typing boost code reliability, making it 
suitable for mission-critical systems.

Python excels in simplicity and ease of use, while Java shines 
in performance and scalability. Python may struggle with 

computationally intensive tasks due to its interpreted nature, whereas Java's compiled 
code offers a performance edge. Java's object-oriented approach promotes better 
code organisation and maintainability, benefiting larger projects.

Ultimately, the choice between Python and Java depends on project needs and 
individual goals. Your decision should align with your preferences, project complexity, and 
long-term aspirations. Regardless of your choice, mastering Python or Java promises a 
fruitful journey in software development.

Lee Kor Yong
Senior Lecturer, School of Computing & Engineering

Unlocking Robotic Education with Mycobot 280 Pi
Universities and colleges host 
open-day events yearly to 
welcome and showcase their 
academic offerings. DISTED 
College, following this tradition, 
not only spotlights conventional 
programmes but also embraces 
the exciting realm of robotics. 
The Mycobot 280 Pi robotic arm 
is a leap forward in educational 
robotics, offering a gateway for 
students to explore automation.

Designed for accessibility, the 
compact and lightweight 
Mycobot 280 Pi fits seamlessly 
into classrooms, labs, and home 
environments. Its user-friendly 
interface and graphical 
programming enable students 

with minimal experience to 
control it effectively. What sets 
Mycobot 280 Pi apart is its 
hands-on learning. Students 
gain practical insights into 
robotics, programming, and 
automation, supported by 
languages like Python, Java, 
and C++, fostering 
problem-solving abilities, logical 
thinking and transferable skills 
for their future.

Studying with Mycobot 280 Pi 
exposes students to real-world 
automation applications, 
sparking interest in robotics 
careers and preparing them for 
a job market increasingly 
favouring automation-savvy 

professionals.

In summary, Mycobot 280 Pi 
benefits DISTED students from 
the School of Computing and 
Engineering by offering a 
platform for technical skill 
development and a deeper 
understanding of robotics' role 
in our automated world. The 
exposure to this mini robot 
prepares the students to thrive in 
a future full of opportunities and 
challenges.

Navitha A/P. Gunalan
Lecturer, School of Computing & 
Engineering

�™�˜Mycobot 280 Pi being introduced in the class.
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Jax Ch’ng Xue Nan, a dedicated 
student currently enrolled in the 
Foundation in Science 

programme at DISTED College, 
has made significant strides in 
floorball. His recent representation 
of Penang State U-21 in the 2023 

National Junior Floorball 
Championship (NJFC) 

underscores 
his rising 
prominence 

in the sport.

In a stunning display of skill and 
commitment, Jax Ch’ng led the 
Penang Team to victory in the 
NJFC 2023, securing the 
championship title. His agility and 
strategic prowess on the field were 

pivotal in this achievement. Jax's 
journey from a student-athlete to 
a key player in the Penang State 
U-21 floorball team is an inspiring 
example of hard work and 
dedication. 

Jax Ch’ng Xue Nan's story 
continues to motivate aspiring 
athletes, demonstrating that 
success in academics and sports 
can go hand in hand with 
dedication and perseverance. As 
he continues to excel in both 
realms, Jax's journey is a beacon 
of hope for those striving to reach 
the pinnacle of their chosen fields.

Geong Chooi Peng
Head, School of Pre-University Studies

SACEi Students Spark a Digital Revolution: E-Exams Illuminate the Path!
The South Australian Certificate 
Education International (SACEi) 
students are ready for the 
electronic exams (e-exams). The 
SACEi students are surging forward 
into a digital era with fervour. They 
use laptops and tablets as they 
embrace the e-exams, bidding 
farewell to the days of pen and 
paper. This shift reflects the 
evolving educational landscape, 
where technology reigns supreme 
and promises academic 
excellence.

Computers have become integral 
to their daily studies, making 
e-exams a natural choice. E-exams 
offer authenticity and relevance, 
aligning perfectly 

with their tech-savvy lives.

DISTED College, renowned for 
academic excellence, leads the 
charge in preparing students for 
any challenge. E-exams have 
become a distinct feature of SACEi 
final exams, particularly in subjects 
like English as an Additional 
Language, Psychology, Biology, 
and Legal Studies.

Recent preparations for the 
November 2023 exams were 
nothing short of electrifying. 
Students attended a dynamic 
briefing, immersing themselves in 
the intricacies of e-exams. They 
gained hands-on experience at 

the DISTED Computer 
Lab, becoming 

comfortable and confident to 
conquer their final exams.

One student, Linkeshwar, exuded 
confidence, "I'm not just ready; I'm 
thrilled!" He added, "With the time 
after the briefing, I'll turbocharge 
my typing skills for the e-exam 
challenge."

SACEi students are poised to usher 
in a new era of educational 
excellence through e-exams. 
Tradition meets technology as the 
future shines brighter than ever!

Lee Lei Yong
Lecturer / Programme Lead, School of 
Pre-University Studies

Jax Ch’ng Xue Nan: Rising Star in Penang's 
Floorball Scene
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DISTED College recently organised a 
luncheon for its full scholarship recipients, 
attended by the Head of Schools, the 
Chairman of the Scholarship Board, and 
DISTED College President, Prof Dr. 
Vikneswaran Nair. This gathering 
allowed students to share feedback 
on their initial experiences at DISTED 
on campus and at the SPACE 
Residence. The session was designed 
to collect valuable insights and 
feedback that can help the College 
make ongoing improvements while 
also serving as a platform for scholars 
seeking assistance. Overall, the 
students expressed satisfaction with 
their campus experiences, making it a 

constructive and positive exchange.

 Jesscia Ang Gim Mei
Head, Student Affairs

Scholarship Recipient Luncheon: 
Fostering Engagement and 

Feedback

Fostering Camaraderie: DISTED Leadership Training 2023
On September 15, 2023, DISTED organised 
a leadership training event to build 
camaraderie among students from 
various cohorts, facilitated by the Student 
Affairs Department and all the Schools at 
the college. This day-long event 
enhanced teamwork, coordination, and 
cross-departmental collaboration 
among staff and students. 37 participants 
formed six groups, primarily from the 
September 2023 Pre-University Studies 
and August 2023 School of Computing 
and Engineering cohorts.

The day started with an ice-breaking 
session, allowing students to get to know 
each other and form teams with unique 
names and cheers. Dr. Lum Li Sean and 
her team then conducted an engaging 
"All for One and One for All" activity, using 

ping pong balls and raffia strings to test 
their teamwork skills.

Toastmasters International Programme 
Quality Director, Ms. Ching Lee Hwa, 
followed with a DISC Personality session 
(Dominance, Influence, Steadiness, or 
Conscientiousness), where students had 
previously completed a pre-test survey to 
understand their personality traits better. 
Ms. Ching explained the pros and cons of 
each personality type and demonstrated 
how to recognise these traits through 
body language.

The day featured other activities such as 
the Tower Deck Challenge, the Minefield 
activity for trust-building, and a water 
balloon transport challenge, adding an 
element of fun with water gun-wielding 
lecturers. The event concluded with 

spirited water balloon battles, fostering 
unity and teamwork.

The day ended with a celebration of 
Happy Malaysia Day, marking the eve of 
this significant national holiday. All 
participants received certificates, 
symbolising the successful development 
of teamwork and friendships among 
students and staff. 

Jesscia Ang Gim Mei
Head, Student Affairs

Participants of the DISTED Leadership Training 2023


