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Tracing The Legacy: The Chronicles of DISTED
1985

*The brainchild of three educationists - Tan Sri Professor Emeritus Gajaraj Dhanarajan, Dr. Hulman
Sinaga and Dr. Sharom Ahmat - formed DISTED Services Sdn Bhd. The name DISTED is the
D FUR Q\P Didkadce Education, which suited the original intention of the frio - to provide
adults an alternate route to tertiary education. Due to the high costs of terfiary courses
abroad, the trio soon had fo alter their direction to cater to the youth.
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* Contracts were signed with the British %IPERTUA NEGERI PULAU

Columbia Open University, TAFE South

Australia, Murdoch University and the TUN DATUK DR HAJ' ANANE BlN

Warrnambool Institute of Advanced SMN, DUPN, SPMJ

| Education to provide off-campus courses to PR

8.7 . Penangites. Within the same year, DISTED College
was registered with Malaysia's Ministry of Higher
Education.

'

¢ Establishment of DISTED College.

*DISTED Infroduces the South Australia Matriculation (SAM)
programme.

1988

*DISTED took in its first cohort of students inside a bungalow at
Hargreaves Road in George Town. The lack of space forced the
college to relocate to RECSAM within the suburb of Gelugor, and
then to the St. Joseph's Novitiate at Kelawei Road (now part of
Gurney Paragon).

1989 1997
¢ Official opening of Kelawai Road Campus *The campus was expanded to include the Crosby Hall.
1992 1998

*DISTED enters into a formal agreement with the Yeap *Signing Ceremony of DISTED-STAMFORD Merger MOA
Chor Ee Charitable Trust fo expand on tertiary education

opportunities. 1999-2009

* Amalgamation to form DISTED-Stamford College
1993

*Chief Minister, Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon officiates the
Ground Breaking Ceremony of YCE Heritage Campus.

1995

*DISTED College finally moved into its current premises at
Macalister Road, occupying a mansion formerly owned
by a prominent 19th century tycoon, Yeap Chor Ee.

*DISTED adopts the Cambridge A-Level (CAL)
programme; first in Malaysia to conduct CAL on fast
route.

* Official Opening Ceremony of YCE Heritage Campus
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2004

*DISTED signs MOA with HELP University, to offer the
Bachelor of Psychology (Hons) programme.

2006

*DISTED signs MOA with Staffordshire University, UK and
offer 3+0 UK degree programmes locally.

2012

*DISTED College's shares were entirely acquired by
Wawasan Open University. Hospitality programme moved
fo China St. Ghaut

2012/13

*DISTED College was awarded a five-star rating in the
Malaysian  Quality  Evaluation  System  (MyQUEST)
2012/2013

2014

*DISTED signs MOA with Pearson, UK.

*DISTED receives the ISO:2008 certification. Endorsed as
BTEC Approved Cenfre offering BTEC Higher National
Diploma.

*DISTED Signs MOU with Toyohashi
Technology, Japan

University  of

¢ DISTED Student Residence, SPACE, is officially launched.

2015

*DISTED College was awarded a five-star rating in the
Malaysion  Quality  Evaluation  System  (MyQUEST)
2014/2015, which was conducted by Malaysia's
Ministry of Higher Education. 3

*DISTED becomes the first Official Test / ‘
Centre for Pearson Test of English in
Penang and northern Malaysia.

*DISTED introduces the Diploma in Food
and Beverage Management, the only
programme of its kind in the northern
region.

i

2016

*DISTED signs MoU to signify the start of partnership with
I-Shou University, Taiwan for the Taiwan Transfer Program

2017

*DISTED celebrates the 26th Convocation and the first
cohort of Diploma graduates who earn the Dual-Award
diploma from both DISTED as well as the Higher Diploma
(HND) from Business & Technology Education Council
(BTEC), UK.

*DISTED upgraded to ISO?001:2015 certification.

2018

*DISTED, through LiIFE Academy, signs MoU to signify the
start of partnership with Penang Chefs Association &
Malaysian Association of Hotels, Penang Chapter.

2020-2021

*Covid-19 Movement Control Order
*Work from home and hybrid feaching

2022

*DISTED signs MOU with Taylor's University fo provide
pathways for CAL, SACE, Foundafion and Diploma
Programmes

2023

*DISTED signs MOA with HELP University to offer 6 degree
programmes

*DISTED signs MOA with Herriot-Watt University Malaysia

*Unveiling of Col2abz, Immersive Learning Hub at Crosby
Building

B *11 August 2023 Bonanza Venture Holdings
acquire 100% shareholding of DISTED
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Dance of Life at DISTED: A Journey Through Time

As | lay sedated, my mind drifted, sfill haunted by the loss of my eye to a
relentless cataract. Through the swirl of mists of time, this eye has seen students.
Sitting under the trees at the Kelawei Road campus of DISTED College, a
stfudent was presiding over the revision of Accounting having intellectual
discussions with other students. Her dedicated father dropped her off before
going to work. They lived on the mainland.

\

A burst of excitement shattered the silence as students gathered around our
ex-principal, learning the art of fine dining for their overseas advenfures.
Cutlery adorned a table, ready to transform them from awkward ducklings
intfo poised swans before they took their first flight.

As | watched in fascination, a pungent smell erupted into my senses. It smelled
like rotten eggs. Hydrogen sulfide. Students concentrated on the chemicals
that they had dropped into the test tubes. Somebody tried to light the Bunsen
burner, a frown creasing the forehead. He eventfually succeeded. | was
relieved that no one managed to blow up the place accidentally.

Bright lights. The eye surgeon asked me to look at him. My eyes squinted to
avoid the glare. | was back in DISTED. It was a brilliant sunny day. We were
busily planting cinnamon trees. How fast they grew. The tips of
their leaves were a lovely rose colour. Each school planted
one free along the parking space in front of the Yeap Chor Ee
campus. It gave us a sense of ownership of the place, and we
undertook to cherish the students under our care.

| We were team-building in Thailand. Music floated in the air. We
| danced gaily to the rhythm. Abandoned to the joyful spirit of
!}3’; | the moment. Educators learning to live and let go.

W o Then, the sound of familiar marching took over. Graduating

A ol students floated info the ballroom, elegantly dressed, collecting

14 A ? / their scrolls in fimeless regalia of graduations and throwing their
i " Q 1 s 4 ] f‘ mortar boards in jubilation as the proceedings ended.
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Suddenly, | was awaken. The nurse said it was dangerous to stop
breathing as | heaved a deep breath. The surgeon, too, let out a
e / relieved sigh after telling me that it was done. | have a new eye. A
W . new eye that will give me a fresh perspective on the dance of life
at DISTED.

Allen Tan Siew Gaik
Senior Lecturer, School of Pre-University Studies

Mrs Allen and DISTED students at the
Cancer Relay for Life in 2008



