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Unlock Your 
Future: The 
Essential 
Benefits of 
Attending 
Education 
Fairs

Education fairs, exemplified by The Star Education Fair on 9 to 10 December 2023, 
are crucial for prospective students and their parents. These fairs offer a 
cost-effective way to explore a variety of educational institutions and programmes. 
Since the events are usually free for attendees, they provide an accessible platform 
for gathering comprehensive information without incurring significant expenses.

The fairs serve as a one-stop resource, enabling attendees to compare different 
schools and courses in one location. It is particularly beneficial for those with limited 
internet access, allowing them to interact directly with representatives and get 
answers to specific questions. It is an inclusive approach that considers the needs of 
individuals from diverse backgrounds.

Furthermore, these fairs are equally advantageous for students and parents, 
fostering a shared understanding of educational goals and preferences. They also 
expose attendees to a wide range of institutions, including lesser-known schools that 
offer unique or more affordable programs, thereby broadening the scope of their 
educational choices.

A unique feature of these fairs is the participation of alumni and current students, 
who provide first-hand insights and experiences. This personal touch 
adds credibility and relatability to the information available. Given 
the current economic landscape, education fairs present a timely 
opportunity for those considering further studies. However, 
attendees are advised to prepare well and conduct thorough 
research beforehand to ensure a fruitful experience.

Check out DISTED College Booth 49 at The Star Education Fair 
and Discover DISTED.

Prof. Dr. Vikneswaran Nair 
President �ý�É
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Mastering Accounting with DISTED’s Alumni 
– A Sharing Session by Mr Tham Shien Hong

DISTED's Diploma 
in Accounting 
p r o g r a m m e 
provides a blend 
of theoretical 
knowledge and 
practical skills, 
ideal for aspiring 
accountants. A 
key feature is the 
exemption from 
three ACCA 
p a p e r s , 

accelerating professional development. The curriculum, 
taught by qualified lecturers, includes accounting, law, 
and business, focusing on managing full account sets and 
computerized accounting software. Partnerships with 
companies like WeConnect, PWC, Grant Thornton, Moore 
Malaysia, and DELL offer work placements and exposure 
to real-world scenarios.

The programme's small classes ensure individual attention 

and practice, equipping students for careers in 
accounting, auditing, financial analysis, and more. It 
covers financial accounting, business law, marketing, 
human resource management, cost accounting, 
taxation, and additional courses in computing, finance, 
economics, and languages. This comprehensive 
approach prepares graduates for the dynamic 
accounting industry.

DISTED's diploma is not just an academic course but a 
pathway to a successful accounting career, combining 
academic rigour with practical experience and 
professional growth. Graduates are well-prepared to face 
industry challenges and seize opportunities.

The session on December 9th features alumnus Mr. Tham 
Shien Hong, a partner at Moore Malaysia, sharing his 
journey and accomplishments in becoming a chartered 
accountant.

Dr. Lum Li Sean
Head, Academic Affairs/Head, School of Business and Hospitality

My Educational Odyssey: From A-Level to Engineering
Embarking on an academic journey is akin to setting sail on an uncharted sea with challenges and 

discoveries. In January 2022, I chose DISTED College as my compass for navigating the Cambridge 
A-Level (CAL) programme, immersing myself in an intensive 18-month exploration of Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, and Mathematics. This demanding expedition was met with unwavering 
dedication, culminating in outstanding results that have become the cornerstone of my educational 
voyage.

The CAL programme at DISTED College was more than a mere academic endeavour; it was a 
crucible that refined my analytical abilities and ignited a profound passion for the sciences. 

The knowledge and skills honed during this phase have been instrumental in unlocking 
numerous opportunities and guiding me towards the next horizon of my academic quest.

Currently, I am in the vibrant corridors of the University of Nottingham, Malaysia, pursuing 
a degree in Electrical and Electronic Engineering. The seamless transition from the 
structured world of A-Level to the expansive universe of university life is a testament to 
the robust academic foundation laid at DISTED College. This journey, marked by both 
rigour and revelation, continues to shape me, both as a scholar and as an individual 
poised to make a mark in the world.

Donovan Teo Jay Hang
Alumni of Cambridge A-Level, January 2022 Intake

DISTED’s academic team recently met and held a fruitful 
discussion with Penang Women Development 
Corporation (PWDC) to hold training programmes. The 
team led by Dr Lum Li Sean, accompanied by lecturer, 
Miss Fatin Alia, Puan Adznida and Mr Dylan Aw, met with 
PWDC’s General Manager, Dato’ Ong Bee Leng and her 
team. The discussion was held with Ms Mangleswary 
Subramaniam, Head, Women’s Empowerment and 
Leadership (WEL) and two of her colleagues.

The team discussed about offering courses for women 
micro entrepreneurs in areas and disciplines of marketing, 
basic accounting and cash flow management and 
management. During the discussion DISTED’s team also 
offered to conduct seminar sessions on handling emotion, 
criticism, stress, and motivation to all the women 
entrepreneurs. We believed that with the roll-out of the 
courses in the upcoming year, we will be able to 

c o n t r i b u t e 
more to the 
society that we 
lived in, and 
through it all, 
uplift and 
e m p o w e r 
women. The 
courses will be 
offered without 
any fees to 
women, and DISTED’s academic team’s hope is for all 
women entrepreneur to take charge, be empowered 
and able to contribute to society. 

Dr. Lum Li Sean, 
Head, Academic Affairs & Head, School of Business & Hospitality

Uplifting Women Entrepreneurs with PWDC
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Hari Kitar Semula 2023 Pulau Pinang at DISTED College
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25th November 2023 marks a significant milestone for 
DISTED’s Environmental Sustainable Development journey. 
We were proud to be selected as the venue sponsor by 
Green Educators’ Workgroup (GREW), a 
non-governmental organisation that advocates the 
education of sustainable development (ESD). 

The event kicks off with round table sessions for teachers 
and students representing both primary and secondary 
schools in Penang. The students held their round table 
separately from the teachers before reassembling 
together for the prize giving ceremony on Penang Level 

Recycling Competition (PERKISS) awards.  Mr Khou 
Jerome, the chairperson of GREW was awarded the ‘Guru 
Inspirasi 3R’ for his efforts in championing the ESD 
education amongst school students in Penang. 

DISTED believes that ESD education is critical, and the 
journey to a sustainable green environment for the world 
that we live in should be the responsibility of everyone. We 
hope to continuously support GREW in the ESD journey for 
a cleaner, greener Penang.

The Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) is a major examination for 
all public school students, serving as a pivotal assessment 
before they embark on their tertiary education journey. 
Students’ further education most of the time depends on 

their achievements in this exam. As part of our social 
responsibility, DISTED will conduct three sessions of SPM 
answering techniques workshop series. 

On the 23rd of November 2023, DISTED collaborated with 
a renown speaker and teacher, Mr Foong to conduct the 
Teknik Menjawab Soalan SPM Bahasa Melayu at SMJK 
Union. The session was attended by 170 students who will 
be sitting for their SPM exams early 2024. Mr Foong shared 
many tips and tricks on techniques to excel in this critical 
subject. With his vast knowledge and wide experience Mr 
Foong imparted important skills that every SPM candidate 
should have prior to sitting for this major exam. 

DISTED is happy and proud to be able to contribute to the 
students’ achievement and we wish all SPM students 
‘Selamat Maju Jaya’! 

Dr. Lum Li Sean, 
Head, Academic Affairs & Head, School of Business & Hospitality

This week, the Student Representative Council (SRC) launched its inaugural Memory 
Games event in the cafeteria, sparking excitement among students. Poker cards were 
arrayed on tables, challenging participants to match pairs by numbers and faces. The 
game, involving twelve pairs of cards, tested memory and encouraged SRC 
engagement. The atmosphere buzzed with camaraderie as students assisted each 
other, cheered on successful matches, and enjoyed the thrill of the competition. In a 
notable round, a student skilfully matched seven pairs, attributing her success to 
both skill and luck. The Memory Madness event, more than a simple game, 
became a vibrant display of unity and enthusiasm among students. It was a day 
marked by joyous competition and eager participation, leaving everyone looking 
forward to future SRC activities.

Student Representative Council (SRC)

Memory Madness: Recall the Cards, Win the Game

DISTED College sponsors SPM 
Bahasa Melayu Workshop
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Volunteers Energise Tropical Spice Garden's 
20th Anniversary Festival
Tropical Spice Garden celebrated its 20th anniversary with the "Spice 
Out" festival on November 25-26, welcoming locals and tourists for 
free. Fifteen volunteers from Disted College joined for this special 
weekend. They started with a Friday briefing and a tour of the 
Gardens, a first-time experience for many. Led by Swit, the main 
volunteer organiser, the group eagerly prepared for a busy weekend.

The volunteers were involved in various tasks, including hospitality, 
logistics, and exploring different sections of the Gardens. They actively 
engaged with visitors, assisting staff in highlighting event features and 
guiding them. Their responsibilities also included supporting logistical 
aspects for performers, partners, and vendors, adapting to different 
needs, and managing event changeovers efficiently with positive 
attitudes.

Some volunteers even tried cooking Char Kuey Teow at the Cooking 
School, sharing their creations during breaks. A notable moment was 
the sighting of a Colugo (Sunda Flying Lemur) at the Bamboo 
Gardens.

The aim was to offer volunteers a comprehensive experience of the 
Tropical Spice Gardens, showcasing the intricacies of festival 
management. Their enthusiasm and commitment were crucial to the 
success of the anniversary celebration. The event served as an 
enriching and meaningful experience for all volunteers involved.

Swit Marie
Spice Out Festival Coordinator, Tropical Spice Garden

“Working with Katherine, Swit, and other volunteers at 
Tropical Spice Garden (TSG) for their 20th Anniversary 
was delightful. As a nature enthusiast, I admire TSG's 
beautifully maintained hillside. The perfect blend of 
nature and architecture there is mesmerizing. Regular 
hikes improved my health and mental well-being. 
Volunteers, including myself, enjoyed free tours, 
learning about hidden garden gems and our roles. One 
challenge was the spotty internet, affecting my duties in 
traffic control and crowd management. Meeting 
various individuals, particularly vendors, was enriching. I 
also enjoyed a Char Koay Teow cooking session with my 
college friend Sanji and a cultural performance at the 
closing ceremony. This experience highlighted the 
beauty of cultural diversity, fostering a sense of unity 
and effective communication. In conclusion, I highly 
recommend visiting and engaging with places like TSG, 
where one can appreciate and celebrate diverse 
cultural identities. ”

Lim Liang-I 
Student of Bachelor of Psychology

In the face of the digital revolution affecting all industries, the 
demand for rapid innovation and skill development is 
paramount for businesses and professionals to remain 
competitive. While universities contribute significantly to the 
digital talent pool, the pace of talent development often 
lags behind rapid technological advancements. In 
addressing this talent gap, professional development 
programmes focusing on critical technological areas such as 
Artificial Intelligence, Cyber Security, and Blockchain are 
becoming increasingly crucial.

Certification programmes are instrumental in providing 
essential technological skills that expedite the adoption of 
new technologies. These programs benefit individuals 
seeking to update their skills in line with current digital trends 
or contemplating a mid-career shift. They offer a targeted 
learning approach tailored to individual interests or needs. 
However, learners need to distinguish between training that 
focuses on specific tools and that which is centred on the 
underlying technology.

CASUGOL, in collaboration with DISTED College, offers 
advanced technology-based certification programs. These 
programmes emphasise a technology-first approach, 

equipping learners with deep, transferable knowledge and 
expertise aligned with the latest industry trends and best 
practices. This approach ensures learners acquire skills that 
can be applied across various tools, enhancing their 
adaptability to the ever-changing digital landscape. The 
programmes include extensive hands-on activities, fostering 
agility in adapting to the dynamic digital economy.

The future digital professional is expected to possess in-depth 
knowledge of core technologies and the flexibility to acquire 
new skills as needed 
continuously. In an era 
increasingly reliant on 
Artificial Intelligence, 
professionals skilled in 
managing these 
technologies are poised 
to excel.

Dwayne Ong
CASUGOL, 
Chief Executive Officer

Digital Skill Development: Navigating the Tech Revolution


