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DisCourse

(Mandarin Translator, Ms. Tan Pei Shi, Lecturer, School of Business and Hospitality)
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In the wake of COVID-19, Malaysia's higher education 
landscape is transforming towards hybrid learning, 
blending in-person and online education. This 
approach is championed by the Higher Education 
Ministry, with significant adaptations in public and 
private institutions to accommodate changing 
student preferences and the demands of a borderless 
education system. The introduction of flexible hybrid 
learning systems aims to offer greater flexibility and 
reduce tertiary education costs, signifying a move 
towards a more accessible and adaptable 
educational framework.

However, the successful implementation of hybrid 
learning in Malaysia faces several challenges, 
including ensuring digital access for all students, 
maintaining academic rigour and quality, and 
addressing socio-economic disparities. The 
government seeks to bridge the digital divide, yet 
differences in device ownership and internet access 
persist. Quality assurance remains paramount, with 
institutions navigating new assessment forms and 
engagement strategies to uphold educational 
standards. 

Higher education institutions should monitor indicators 
such as digital access rates, programme 
accreditation, student and faculty satisfaction, and 
graduate employability should be monitored to 
measure the success of hybrid learning initiatives. 
These metrics will guide stakeholders in refining hybrid 
learning models, ensuring they meet the evolving 
needs of students and the workforce, thereby 
reinforcing Malaysia's commitment to a flexible, 
inclusive, and high-quality higher education system. 

DISTED College has continuously embraced hybrid 
learning since the onset of COVID-19, relentlessly 
working to improve its teaching approach. This 
commitment involves refining methodologies, 
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integrating innovative technologies, and 
tailoring educational experiences to 
meet the evolving needs of students. By 
focusing on both the quality of online 
and in-person interactions, DISTED 
College aims to provide a flexible, 
inclusive, and dynamic learning 
environment that prepares students for 
the challenges and opportunities of the 
future.
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Exploring Experimental Physics

Join Us in Celebrating International Women's Day 2024!
In honour of International Women's Day 2024, we cordially invite you to join us 
in celebrating this important occasion. This year, the theme for International 
Women's Day is #InspireInclusion, highlighting the significance of fostering an 
inclusive environment for all.

To show our solidarity and support for this cause, we encourage everyone on 
campus to wear purple on the 8th of March 2024. Purple symbolizes dignity, 
justice, and equality, values that resonate deeply with the spirit of 
International Women's Day.

Additionally, we invite you to gather at Heritage Hall on the 8th of March at 
3:45 PM for a group photoshoot. This will be a wonderful opportunity for our 
community to come together, stand in unity, and demonstrate our 
commitment to promoting gender equality and inclusion.

Let's inspire inclusion and celebrate the achievements of women around the 
world together. Your participation and support are invaluable in making this 
event a success.

We look forward to seeing you all at Heritage Hall on the 8th of March!

The organizing team from School of Psychology

Unveiling Experiential Learning:

Field trips are indispensable for students in 
their educational journey. Beyond the 
confines of textbooks and PowerPoint 
presentations, students often struggle to 
fully grasp and apply concepts. Stepping 
outside the classroom allows them to 
engage their senses and apply knowledge 
in practical settings, transforming their 
learning experience from passive 
absorption to active participation.

Wonder Farm Mushroom in Taiping serves 
as an exemplary destination for 
experiential learning. Here, students not 
only comprehend classroom concepts but 
also witness firsthand how small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
implement experiential marketing 
strategies.

On February 2, 2024, 15 students and seven 
lecturers embarked on a journey from 

Penang to Taiping to explore Wonder 
Farm Mushroom. Ms. Phan Charlene, the 
manager, guided the visitors through 
various mushroom varieties including pink 
oysters, white oysters, black fungus, tiger 
milk, and Ganoderma (ling zhi). She 
elucidated the entire cultivation process, 
from preparing mushroom straw to 
harvesting. The ingredients, such as 
sawdust from rubber trees, rice bran, 
calcium carbonate, and limestone 
powder, are meticulously mixed to 
create the optimal environment for 
mushroom growth. The students and 
lecturers actively participated in 
preparing the mushroom straw, gaining 
practical insights into the cultivation 
process.

As a token of appreciation, all 
participants received a goody bag 

containing fresh black fungus and 
matured mushroom straw to facilitate 
home cultivation. This hands-on 
experience not only made the trip 
memorable but also enhanced 
memory retention and comprehension 
of the subject matter.

The trip directly correlated with the 
study of Experiential Marketing, 
showcasing a successful engagement 
between the firm and its customers. This 
engagement extends beyond the trip, 
as customers can cultivate their 
mushrooms at home. Such immersive 
experiences are invaluable milestones 
in both students' and lecturers' 
educational journeys.

Tan Pei Shi
Lecturer, School of Business and Hospitality 

Field trips are indispensable for students in 
Penang to Taiping to explore Wonder 
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Insights from the Penang State Physics Olympiad Camp 2024

Exploring Experimental Physics

The Physics Olympiad Camp (Kem 
Kecemerlangan Olimpiad Fizik Peringkat 
Negeri Pulau Pinang 2024) aims to equip 
students with the skills necessary to tackle 
practical questions encountered in the 
International Physics Olympiad (IPhO) 
while also fostering the development of 
essential experimental skills.

This year's camp for Penang State was 
held at DISTED College from February 20 
to 22, 2024, organised as part of the 
events by Jabatan Pendidikan Negeri 
(JPN). Twenty-two students from Penang 
State participated, with two specially 
invited students joining from Perak and 
Kuala Lumpur. The camp was led by Ms. 
Chin Mai Ying (Trainer and person in 
charge), Dr. Tan Fuyi (Trainer and Lecturer 
from DISTED College), Mr. Lim Duncan 
(SMJK Chung Ling PP), and Mr. Lai Jian 
Hou (ex-Olympian), who focused on 
various aspects of the experimental 
components of the Physics Olympiad 
program.

Guided by the trainers, students aged 
between 14-17 engaged in a series of 
experiments throughout the 3-day camp. 
These included activities such as 
exploring oscillations in physical 

pendulum and spring-mass systems with 
the Optical black box (Day 1), 
conducting optical measurements to 
determine parameters of a diffraction 
grating and the refractive index of a 
triangular prism (Day 2), and investigating 
the principles of reflection using plane 
mirrors, concave and convex mirrors to 
discern the shape of an object (Day 3). 
Additionally, discussions and 
demonstrations covered topics like 
non-inertial mechanics and magnetic 
braking systems.

Throughout the camp, students gained 
insights into the fundamental aspects of 
the experimental setup, including 
handling unknown experiments with 
multiple variables to be determined. They 
were also trained in proper techniques for 
tabulating experimental data, plotting 
graphs, assessing the required degree of 
accuracy and precision for different data 
collection scenarios, and analysing and 
interpreting plotted graphs to extract 
necessary information.

Dr Tan Fuyi 
Senior Lecturer, School of Pre-University Studies

Insights from the Penang State Physics Olympiad Camp 2024

The 
participants

Mr. Lai Jian Hou (ex-Olympian)
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The Future of Student Council - SRC
Despite the hustle and bustle of classes and activities in DISTED 
College, the Student Representative Council (SRC) Constitution is 
stepping into the spotlight with a vision that echoes throughout 
the whole College. Students of the SRC are currently 
campaigning for the new council committee. Dedicated 
candidates bring their fresh perspectives and a commitment to 
fostering a positive change within the College's community.   

With a platform rooted in inclusivity, the SRC catalyses unity, 
collaboration, and innovation among students and staff. The 
election was kicked off with a three-day interview session from 
21st February till 23rd February. Students from multiple 
programmes at DISTED College gathered for an intense interview 
session to prove their willingness to perform their responsibilities. 
This campaign is centred around amplifying student voices to 
ensure students' concerns and ideas are heard and addressed. 
The future members of SRC seek to bridge the gap between the 
student body and administration to create a more transparent 
and responsive leadership that represents the lifestyle at DISTED 
College.  

Apart from their emphasis on inclusivity, the SRC committee 
promises to be committed to improving their fellow schoolmates' 
educational and extracurricular opportunities. Understanding the 
value of well-rounded education, future members of the SRC 
suggest measures to increase the number and variety of 
extracurricular activities available to students, making it possible 
for them to discover passions and talents outside of the classroom. 

In addition, the SRC supports mentorship programmes that pair 
seniors and juniors, creating a sense of community and offering 
advice for students who require assistance in their college life.   

As this campaign flourishes, let us collectively embrace the 
promise of a brighter future under the new SRC's leadership. By 
working together, we can establish a Student Council that heeds 
the students' opinions and builds a school community that reflects 
our varied goals and encourages an atmosphere where students 
can succeed. On election day, vote wisely as we embark on a 
path to a more cohesive and capable Student Council.  

Kaitlyn Khoo Rui Ern
Student Editor (DISTED Discourse), Student of Cambridge A-Level

Journeying into the exciting world of photography requires a solid 
foundation in essential skills that transcend knowledge 
boundaries. Whether you are an aspiring photographer or a 
casual enthusiast, mastering these basic skills is essential to 
successfully capturing the world through your lens.

First and foremost, an understanding of composition is the 
cornerstone of fantastic photography. The rules of thirds, initials, 
and graphic techniques provide a framework for creating 
beautiful visual images. By mastering these principles, you can 
add depth and story to your images, making them more 
appealing to your audience.

Equally important is a basic understanding of association. 
Knowing how to adjust aperture, shutter speed, and ISO settings 
allows you to control the amount of light entering your camera. 
This knowledge is key to achieving the desired brightness, 
sharpness, and movement effects in your images.

Understanding light is the cornerstone of photography. By 
knowing the nature, direction and intensity of natural or artificial 
light, you can create mood and atmosphere in your images. 
Whether you’re shooting in low light or bright sunlight, adapting 
to lighting conditions is critical to creating stunning images.

For those looking to delve deeper into the world of multimedia 
production and photography, applying for a Diploma in Creative 
Multimedia Production at DISTED College can provide a 
structured and flowing learning experience afterwards. This 
programme provides students with the skills and knowledge 
necessary to work in various multimedia fields, including 
photography, and ensures a well-rounded education in the 
dynamic creative arts.

Zaki Zakaria
Lecturer, School of Computing and Engineering

Essential Photography Skills: 

A 
CreativeCreativeCreativeCreativeCreative
ourney�


