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DisCourse

(Mandarin Translator, Ms. Tan Pei Shi, Lecturer, School of Business and Hospitality)
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We are excited to introduce the upcoming 
undergraduate degree in data analytics. The 
programme is currently waiting for the final approval 
from MQA and MOHE, a  collaboration between 
DISTED College and HELP University, tailored to align 
with the industry's soaring demand for expert business 
and data analysts. This programme is meticulously 
designed to arm students with cutting-edge data 
analytics skills grounded in fundamental and 
sophisticated statistical and mathematical 
frameworks, enabling them to navigate and solve 
real-world business challenges across diverse sectors.

As we launch this innovative programme, prospective 
students can look forward to embarking on a journey 
that enhances their technical prowess and positions 
them as highly desirable candidates in the job market. 
The curriculum is crafted to enable graduates to 
consult, support, and innovate within the 
technological frameworks of enterprises, thereby 
securing a competitive advantage in roles such as 
data and systems analysts, data engineers, data 
scientists, and consultants across various industries.

Admission into this programme requires meeting 
specific academic standards, including a requisite 
grade in Mathematics. The programme boasts a 
distinguished faculty, a conducive learning 
environment, and access to cutting-edge Alienware 
technology. With a hands-on learning approach, 
students will also gain International Certification in 
Advanced Digital Technologies by Singapore’s 
CASUGOL, further enhancing their employability.

Spanning three years, the curriculum includes 
foundational IT knowledge, advanced data analysis 
techniques, and specialised subjects like Big Data 
Technologies, Data Mining, and Machine Learning. 
The programme combines general studies courses to 
cultivate well-rounded graduates ready to tackle 
ethical and societal challenges.
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Launching the Future of Tech: 
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Analytics
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Hands-On Science Education

Empowering Sustainable 
Education: DISTED College and 
GREW's Collaborative Video 
Project

Prof. Dr. 
Vikneswaran 
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President

This programme opens many career 
paths for graduates, including but not 
limited to Data Analyst, Business Analyst, 
and Marketing Analyst roles, ensuring 
they are well-prepared for the dynamic 
and evolving field of data analytics. Join 
us in this exciting venture to shape the 
future of technology and business.

Launching the Future of Tech: 
Undergraduate Degree 
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Exploring Experimental Physics

Ian Kingsley Meek 
(1924 - 2008)

From Naval Navigator 
to Esteemed Barrister

Ian Meek lived with his wife Elizabeth and their three children 
at 340 Macalister Road, now DISTED College, for almost 40 
years, from the early 1950s until 1992.

Ian was born in 1924. He studied law at New College, Oxford, 
but his degree was interrupted by the Second World War. He 
joined the Navy and became a navigator on motor gunboats, 
operating in the North Sea off the East Coast of England. 

After the War, he finished his law degree and was called to the 
English Bar. In 1950, he was offered a position at the Penang 
law firm of Presgrave & Matthews, initially for a two-year term 
but ultimately a term which lasted for 42 years.

He practised to begin with as a barrister, Malaya (as it then 
was, not recognising the English distinctions between the Bar 
and the solicitor professions). Very early on in his career, he was 
instructed by the Royal Air Force, based in Butterworth, to 
represent Elizabeth Parsons, the wife of a pilot who was killed in 
an aircraft crash. Immediately after the crash, suffering from 
acute depression caused by the death of her husband, Mrs 
Parsons tragically killed her two young children. She was 
charged with murder, a charge against which Ian Meek 
defended her and was acquitted. The case was widely 
reported internationally and helped entrench Ian Meek’s 
reputation as a respected and successful barrister.

His legal practice evolved over the subsequent years, and he 
became a prominent commercial lawyer, representing many 

successful Malaysian businesses, families and businessmen. He 
was a director of several companies, including Rahman 
Hydraulic Tin Sdn Bhd (based in Perak), the accountancy and 
tax practice Kennedy Burkill & Company Bhd, and Plantation 
Agencies Sdn Bhd.

He became a senior partner of Presgrave & Matthews. He 
watched its transition from a firm established and run by 
expatriate English lawyers into a very diverse firm in which he 
was, for many years until his retirement, the only European 
member of staff – a transition he welcomed and of which he 
was very proud.

340 Macalister Road (the house’s formal name was Valhalla – 
the home of Viking heroes killed in battle, but a name rarely 
used) – was much loved by Ian Meek and his family. He was 
delighted to know that it was to become DISTED College and 
would have felt very honoured to know that a scholarship had 
been named after him. He was a modest man and was both 
an academic and a man of unimpeachable morals. Naming 
a scholarship after him is a beautiful tribute to him.

Charles Meek (Son of I.K.Meek)
3 March 2024

DISTED President with Charles 
Meek at the I.K.Meek 
Conference Room



In today's digital economy, embracing technological advancements is essential for business survival. The COVID-19 
pandemic highlighted the challenges SMEs face, with many unable to adapt to digital accounting practices, leading to 
closures. DISTED College addresses this gap by providing students access to the state-of-the-art CoL2abz Alienware Lab. 
This facility, equipped with cutting-edge computers, enables students to master AUTOCOUNT accounting software, 
simplifying tasks, reducing errors, and saving time over traditional manual method

DISTED College's commitment to equipping students with modern technology for computerised accounting ensures 
they are prepared for the future workforce. The upcoming Bachelor of Accounting (Hons) programme, in collaboration 
with HELP University, will embrace these technologies. This programme is a testament to DISTED's dedication to 
advancing education in the 21st century.

Tong Pei Sun
Senior Lecturer, School of Business and Hospitality

Mirnahlini Mahendran praises the lab, noting, "Using AUTOCOUNT simplifies my work and saves time. The 
CoL2abz Alienware Lab, with its high-performance computers, supports the software seamlessly, reducing 
processing time. I appreciate computerised accounting for its ease and portability, allowing for data entry 
on the go."

Chow Wey Shern finds the software and lab beneficial, stating, "The software is convenient, and the CoL2abz 
Alienware lab, with faster PCs, is ideal for running the accounting software efficiently. I prefer AUTOCOUNT 
over manual methods to reduce human error and improve time efficiency."

Lim Hao Zhi also commends the technology, "The software minimises human error and efficiently handles 
bookkeeping. The CoL2abz Alienware Lab's superior hardware capabilities help avoid data processing 
delays. I favour this accounting software for its time savings and eliminating the laborious task of manual 
calculations."
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DISTED's CoL2abz Alienware Lab Innovation
Empowering Accountants: 

@DISTED Heritage Hall
DISTED College is proud to be the host of 
the Blood Donation Campaign in 
collaboration with Kek Lok Si Charitable 
Hospital, Penang General Hospital, 
Bomba and YMM.  The staffs and 
students from the School of Psychology 
will be coordinating the event with 
members of volunteers from the 
hospitals for this very meaningful event.

The event will start at 9 am until 4 pm on 
the 30th of March 2024. Do register to 
contribute to this kind deed. There will 

be station games and various health 
awareness booths on display.

We are looking forward to your support 
as we strongly believe that “Giving 
Blood is the Greatest Service to 
Humankind”.

Kindly register by scanning the QR 
code on the poster.

By students and staffs, 
School of Psychology, DISTED College

CO-ORGANISED BY:
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SACEi Biology 
at DISTED: 
Hands-On 
Science 
Education

The South Australian Certificate of Education International 
(SACEi) Biology curriculum at DISTED emphasises hands-on 
experimentation and inquiry-based learning to foster a deeper 
understanding of biological concepts among students. By 
actively engaging in experiments, students develop practical 
skills and enhance their critical thinking abilities and scientific 
inquiry skills.

The focus on both individual and collaborative experiments 
allows students to not only gain confidence in their own abilities 
but also learn the importance of teamwork and effective 
communication, which are crucial skills in both scientific and 
professional settings.

The various experiments conducted, ranging from studying 
diffusion rates to observing cellular processes like osmosis and 
DNA extraction, provide students with diverse experiences that 

reinforce theoretical concepts taught in the classroom. This 
approach makes learning more engaging and facilitates better 
retention and comprehension of the subject matter.

Furthermore, emphasising sensory experiences during 
experiments, such as touch and sight, helps create strong 
memory associations, making it more likely for students to 
remember the information in the long term. This bridging of 
theory and practical implementation is essential for developing 
a holistic understanding of biology.

Overall, the hands-on approach to learning in SACEi Biology at 
DISTED makes science education more enjoyable and equips 
students with the skills and knowledge necessary to excel in 
biology and beyond.

Dr Tan Sze Huey
Senior Lecturer, School of Pre-University Studies

Empowering Sustainable Education: 
DISTED College and GREW's Collaborative Video Project

DISTED College supported a group of educators gearing up for 
the Conference on Sustainable Development through Education 
Malaysia (COSDEM 2024). A team of dedicated educators, 
affiliated with the Green Educators Workspace (GREW) 
organisation, sought to create an impactful video as part of their 
gimmick for COSDEM 2024. 

Recognising the potential of DISTED's cutting-edge facilities, the 
educators approached the College to gain access to its 
renowned green room for their video recording. Embracing the 
opportunity to contribute to a cause aligned with their values, 
DISTED College graciously opened its doors, providing educators 
with a professional and well-equipped space for their recording. 

As the video recording phase unfolded, a crucial collaboration 
emerged. Lecturers from DISTED's Diploma in Creative Multimedia 
Production (DCMP) stepped in to lend their expertise to the 

project. They played an instrumental role in editing, offering 
insights, technical skills, and creative direction to ensure the 
recorded scenes were refined and seamlessly compiled into a 
compelling video. 

The synergy between GREW, DISTED, and the lecturers from DCMP 
resulted in a captivating video that captured the essence of 
sustainable development through education and showcased the 
power of collaboration within the academic community. This 
collaborative effort emphasises the commitment of educational 
institutions like DISTED to social and environmental causes. It 
highlights the potential impact of such initiatives in advancing the 
dialogue on sustainable education.  

Luqman Aliff Bin Abdul Rashid
Programme Lead, School of Computing & Engineering


