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Exploring

A Botanical Journey 
Beyond the Classroom

On May 1st, Labour Day, a cohort of friends and classmates, 
under the guidance of our lecturer, Dr. Kam Yew Chew, 
embarked on a biology field trip as part of our class in DISTED’s 
Foundation in Science. Our trip objective was to gather plant 
samples spanning both angiosperms and gymnosperms for our 
reports. Initially, we documented a plethora of flora at the park, 
capturing images of flowers, mosses, and rhizomes and 
meticulously categorising them. This preliminary activity set the 
stage for our excursion to the Botanical Gardens. 

At the Gardens, we delved deeper into our botanical studies, 
immersing ourselves in the Orchid Plant House and 
encountering the renowned Couroupita guianensis, 
affectionately known as the Cannon Ball Tree.

This expedition was more than an educational outing; it was an 
enlightening experience that bridged classroom teachings 

with real-world exploration. It underscored the importance of 
forging a tangible connection with nature, engaging our 
senses to comprehend its intricacies truly. Moreover, it served as 
a vivid reminder of the rich biodiversity that envelops us, with 
each organism playing a vital role in sustaining local 
ecosystems. From playful monkeys and darting squirrels to 
chirping sparrows and unseen microbial communities in the soil, 
every life form contributes to the tapestry of life.

I am deeply appreciative of this opportunity and eagerly 
anticipate further ventures beyond the confines of traditional 
classroom learning.

Lim Qing An
Student of Foundation in Science

Inspiration from the Pitch: Applying Jurgen Klopp's 
Wisdom to Higher Education

As a lifelong Liverpool Football Club (LFC) fan, I've been inspired by many players and managers, especially Jurgen Klopp. His 
arrival transformed not just LFC but the entire Premier League, leaving a profound impact despite not always winning the most 
cups. As an academic for nearly three decades, I see parallels between Klopp’s wisdom and higher education. Here are some of 
his quotes that resonate with the educational journey:

1. "It is not important what people say when you come in, but 
what they say when you leave." - The true measure of a higher 
education institution (HEI) is its lasting impression on graduates.

2. "We have to change from doubters to believers." - HEIs 
should instil confidence in students, turning initial doubts into 
positive convictions.

3. "The best football is always about the expression of 
emotion." - Education should engage students emotionally, 
making learning meaningful.

4. "Life is too short not to celebrate nice moments!" - 
Celebrating academic achievements can boost student 
motivation.

5. "When I was a player, I played in empty stadiums." - 
Engaging and exciting academic content is crucial to prevent 
student disengagement.

6. "If you want special results, you have to feel special things 
and do special things together." - Foster a sense of community 
and shared purpose within the HEI.

7. "Too much comfort makes you comfortable." - Encourage 
students to step out of their comfort zones and embrace 
challenges.

Incorporating these values can transform education, creating 
an environment where students are inspired and motivated. 
Just as Klopp has left a lasting legacy with LFC, educators can 
leave a meaningful impact on their students, shaping future 
leaders and innovators.

Prof. Dr. Vikneswaran Nair
President
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Creativity

Creativity is more than just a skill. It is a mindset, a way of thinking that unlocks the 
boundless potential of human imagination. It is the spark that ignites innovation, the 
force that drives progress, and the essence of what makes us uniquely human. This is 
precisely why Artificial Intelligence (AI) struggles to replicate it.

Creativity has been a driving force in human history that have transformed societies 
and cultures. It has led to ground-breaking inventions such as the printing press, which 
revolutionized the spread of knowledge, and the steam engine, which powered the 
Industrial Revolution and reshaped economies. Artistic movements like Impressionism 
have challenged conventional perspectives, fostering new ways of seeing and 

expressing the world and scientific 
breakthroughs, such as Einstein's theory of 
relativity, have expanded our 
understanding of the universe. 

At its core, creativity involves linking 
disparate ideas and transcending 
conventional boundaries. Foundational 
principles such as open-mindedness, 
divergent thinking, risk-taking, 
collaboration, and persistence are integral 
to the creative process. When cultivated, 
these principles empower individuals to 
unleash their creative potential. 

Teaching subjects that demand creativity 
has taught me the significance of 
cultivating an environment where 
individuals are empowered to express 
themselves freely. It entails creating a 
space where ideas are embraced, 
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mistakes are perceived as opportunities for growth, and diverse viewpoints are 
respected. This experience has also emphasized the significance of nurturing curiosity 
and experimentation, while offering guidance to support students on their creative 
journey. The ideal environment for creativity is one that encourages individuals to 
explore their imagination and collaborate with others in a supportive and inspiring 
setting. 

At DISTED, we provide dedicated studios for art, multimedia, and broadcasting, as 
well as co-working spaces. We recognize that the key is to cultivate an environment 
that fosters creativity and instils a sense of possibility and potential.

Khairu Nisa Binti Wazir
Lecturer, School of Computing and Engineering

The integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
into accounting is revolutionising the field, 
enhancing efficiency, accuracy, and 
strategic decision-making. AI's ability to 
process vast amounts of data at 
unprecedented speeds allows for the 
automation of routine tasks such as data 
entry, invoice processing, and transaction 
categorization. This not only reduces 
human error but also frees accountants to 
focus on more complex, value-added 
activities like financial analysis and 
strategic planning.

One of the most significant benefits of AI in 
accounting is its capability for real-time 
data analysis. AI-powered tools can 
continuously monitor financial 
transactions, flagging anomalies and 
potential fraud with greater accuracy than 
traditional methods. This proactive 
approach to financial management 
ensures a higher level of security and 
compliance, providing peace of mind to 
businesses and stakeholders.

Furthermore, AI enhances predictive 
analytics, enabling accountants to 
forecast financial trends and outcomes 
with greater precision. This foresight aids in 
better budgeting, investment decisions, 
and resource allocation, ultimately driving 
more informed business strategies.

However, the adoption of AI in accounting 
also presents challenges. It necessitates 
significant investment in technology and 
training, and there are concerns about 
data privacy and job displacement. 
Despite these hurdles, the potential 
benefits of AI in accounting are immense, 
promising a future where accountants can 
leverage technology to deliver deeper 
insights and drive business growth. As AI 
continues to evolve, its role in transforming 
accounting practices will only become 
more pronounced. At DISTED College, the 
students in the Diploma in Accounting and 
the upcoming Bachelor of Accounting 
(Hons) will be exposed to the AI 
innovations in this important field.

The Impact of 
(Artificial Intelligence)  

AI in
Accounting

Henry Ooi
Lecturer, School of 
Business and Hospitality
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Trailblaze Your  

Unleashing Career  
Tomorrow:
Brilliance

Toastmasters International District 51, under the Public Relations 
Committee, organized a full-day workshop titled "Trailblaze Your 
Tomorrow: Unleashing Career Brilliance" in the Northern Region. 
DISTED College had the honor of hosting this event at our 
Heritage Hall. The workshop welcomed Student Representative 
Council (SRC) students, staff, and other interested attendees 
who wished to participate. The agenda commenced promptly 
at 9 am.

Members of the DISTED community were invited to attend the 
session as complimentary guests. Most attendees from DISTED 
were Student Representative Council (SRC) members from both 
the current and outgoing committees. Additionally, Resident 
Assistants from SPACE Hostel and some DISTED staff also took part 
in the session.

The programme attracted public interest, with approximately 20 
guests attending. The workshop covered diverse topics including 
Selling and Branding Yourself, How to Think Fast, Redefining 
Leadership: Today’s Approach, Creating and Sustaining Team 
Culture, Performance Management, and Effective Performance 
Conversations. These topics were expertly addressed by six 
speakers, each specialising in their respective fields.   

Jesscia Ang
Head of Student Affairs

Attending the event proved remarkably 
beneficial, thanks to its diverse lineup of 
speakers. Nazaruddin Abdullah's 
leadership insights offered invaluable 
lessons on personal branding, crucial for 
future endeavors. Hesmondjeet Oon's 
advice on quick question responses 
holds promise for interviews or respectful 
interactions with superiors. Carmen Loo's 
discussion on leadership styles inspired 
introspection on my preferred approach. 
Joanne Tan's emphasis on 
communication underscored its 
importance in fostering a healthy work 
environment. Sunnie Toh's transformative 
journey and Chulan W.S.'s feedback 
etiquette talk were particularly 
enlightening. Overall, the event's 
practical wisdom, especially applicable 
to our professional lives, left an 
impression, enriching my knowledge 
significantly.

Jax
Student of Foundation in Science

This event proved invaluable for college 
students, offering practical insights. 
Nazaruddin Abdullah's emphasis on 
personal branding, Hesmondjeet Oon's 
quick-thinking tips, and Carmen Loo's 
leadership styles were particularly 
impactful. Joanne Tan's virtual 
communication strategies improved 
interactions, and Sunnie Toh's journey 
and Chulan W.S.'s metaphysical 
exploration influenced personal 
development. Despite its length, the 
event provided essential social skills for 
the corporate world. Though potentially 
tedious for younger attendees, its 
benefits are significant. Overall, it was 
highly beneficial, and I recommend it to 
others.

Sabrina Chong
Student of Foundation in Science

Today, I gained valuable insights into 
self-improvement strategies, including 
mastering effective question-answering 
techniques (utilising the 5 tips), honing 
my skills in self-promotion and personal 
branding, and acquiring leadership 
principles for fostering a positive 
company culture. Moreover, I had the 
pleasure of forging new connections 
and reconnecting with a long-lost friend 
who now works as a computer 
technician. This event was truly enriching 
and provided me with a wealth of 
knowledge and experiences.

Nicholas Tan
Student of Bachelor of Psychology (Hons)

Some of the testimonials by our Student Representative Council as follows


